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Out of This Furnace
Thomas Bell's "Out of This Furnace" is a compelling saga that shows the struggles and triumphs of three generations of the Dobrejcaks, a Slovak-American family in the Pittsburgh-area steel-making city of Braddock, Pennsylvania. Bell's clean, disciplined, no-nonsense prose style complements well his story of people who cope with entrenched ethnic discrimination while seeking to build their American dream within the dangerous world of the Braddock steel mills (Bell, 1976). Thomas Bell writes with authenticity and clarity about the steel towns -- not just the specifics of a mill's operation, but also the grim look of a steel-making community and the strained social dynamic between supervisors and workers. In Bell's multi-generational saga, the immigrant first generation is personified by George Kracha, who comes to America, struggles to cope with the bewildering transition from old-country traditions to a new life in the United States, and makes some bad choices that cancel out the initial promise of his life in America. The second generation is represented by Mike and Mary Dobrejcak, who work hard and do their best but run up against tragic circumstance. And the third generation is embodied by Dobie, a young man who learns, through becoming involved in labor activism, how to fight back effectively against the injustices of 20th-century American industrial life.
Based on the actual historical content of immigration out of the furnace by Thomas bell, follows a young man by the name George kracha. Kracha was a citizen of Hungary who was motivated by several factors to leave the coal fields of his home country. The factors that led to kracha's leave include the following; poverty, limited employment, and the existence of an oppressive government in his country (Bell, 1976). As some elements forced all other immigrants out of their own countries, kracha also had the push factors forcing him out of his own country and pull factors to the state with a better life. For kracha, the pull factor was the American dream "promised life of freedom and luxuries."
Krachas homeland leave and journey to America as all other immigration journeys were encountered by problems too. The adventure begins when kracha boards a ship that is setting sail from his Hungarian village to America (Bell, 1976). Though negligence kracha spends almost all the money, he has and finds himself in New York with no cash to his name. Given krachas circumstances, he is then forced to walk the entire distance from New York to Pennsylvania where his relatives live. The journey was such experience to kracha and his whole family for it has got ups and downs as all other immigration journeys. 
Kracha arrives in Pennsylvania in the time his relatives work for the railroad, and he secures the job work as well. After sometime kracha changes occupation and starts to work at the steel mills at Braddock like most of his friends and family (Bell, 1976). The working condition in the steel mills industry was not that comforting. Though kracha come to America for a better life, that was not the case in the steel mills industry where he finds the work tiresome with the long working hours and poor payment. For kracha to compensate the earnings he had to involve himself to personal business which was not safe multitasking with the steel work.
Kracha worked himself up to ensure that he got the better life he expected in America which promised freedom and luxury. To compensate for the reduced payments from the steel mills company kracha got involved in some extra activities (Bell, 1976). Krachas wife had to take the boarders to supplement his income and after a time kracha been at his own business. The businesses, however, prove unsafe and worthless effort and kracha ends up losing everything. The drop in both jobs affects kracha and his family on the verge of seeking a better life.
Despite krachas Negative outcome in the Americanized problem of confronting issues, the other two generations of Mary and Dobie show a positive result. The life of the next two generations of kracha improved due to the better confronting of issues at work, unitization, education, and protests (Bell, 1976). In Mary's production, the problem of working rights is not well taken care of as shown when her husband mike dies, and the industry only gives seventy-five dollars for compensation. And the unfair treatment with long hours work and poor payments in returns.
In the third generation technology is preferably in the upfront bringing change in the average Americans and development. Though life was bit easier Dobie also faces the problem of long hours working and poor payments in the steel mills (Bell, 1976). Dobie confronts and provides illegal services to his workers whose power has been cut off for the non-payment to protest. After some time, the labor movement comes to force and issues of collective bargaining through unions and the right to organize as well as the workers’ rights has got addressed. 
Krachas initial movement from his homeland country is to go to America for a better life from the American dream of freedom and luxury life. With this idea in mind, it is right to argue that kracha was willing to accept the current working conditions at the steel mills despite how hard and harsh the situation has got (Bell, 1976). Jobs in America been hard to find, working in the steel mills is the only option kracha had to risk in order to take care of his entire family. Kracha like all other immigrants had to continue their struggle for a better life.



Krachas generation continues to grow to bring forth the following characters; Elena, Franka, Mary, zulka, and Julie. The female characters begin with Mary who was married to mike the son of George kracha. Due to the long hours and poor payments in the steel mills, Mary had to open a boarding house to compensate for the low earnings. The boarding house helped the family to get through the winter and by spring was free of debt with extra money to spend (Bell, 1976). In America work was hard to find; therefore, the rest of the female characters were expected to take over their family members. Elena, Franka, zulka, and Julie took over the boarding house responsibility. With each generation of Slovak from kracha working and growing up in the steel cities, one gets the idea of how the US industries came to what it is today.
The out of the furnace is a book by Thomas Bell which depicts out different themes in life if the immigrants and early America life. The book has not only helped to understand the past of the Pittsburgh but also why it is called the steel city. The book gives the idea of how life was for the immigrants coming to America (Bell, 1976). There was a never-ending struggle between the workers and the management in the steel industry, but the immigrants did not give up looking for a better life. The book shows the hoping spirit of the krachas family which symbolized the indomitable spirit in fighting against all the odds in the whole narrative. The book is recommendable to other people for it helps to understand the history of early American immigrants and the tolerance nature of human for a better life as a positive character.
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